
 
Pop Up Giving Circle

 
 
We are blessed to share our good fortune as we celebrate Amarya becoming a bat
mitzvah today.  It is the Jewish tradition to give tzedakah (translated as:
 righteousness/justice/charity), and today we have the privilege to give together, in
a giving circle made up of Amarya’s friends.
 
Each of you has been given 2 poker chips; each poker chip is worth $5. Together
with your team, take 10 minutes to decide which of these 3 worthy causes,
handpicked by Amarya, you wish to give your poker chips to.  Your team has to
decide, together, on ONE cause to give to as a team.  Each of you must give one of
your chips to the team cause.  You may choose to donate your second chip to the
same cause or to a different cause.
 
A few things (there are many others, too!) to consider when choosing a charitable
cause:  Do you care about the cause?  How well known is the organization?  Is the
work local or is it far away?  How large is the organization? How many people will
be helped by this donation?
 
Remember:  The organization that gets the most chips will be matched dollar for
dollar by Amarya’s parents, doubling the size of the donation!
 
 
Thank you for helping Amarya mark this day by giving to those in need.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1/ UJA-Federation of New York is the world’s largest local charity. Its mission is
to “care for people in need, inspire a passion for Jewish life and learning, and
strengthen Jewish communities in New York, in Israel, and around the world.”
 UJA-Federation of New York provides funding to support a network of nearly 100
health, human-service, educational, and community-building agencies and dozens
of grantees in New York, Israel, and 70 other countries. These community-based
organizations offer a multitude of services to combat poverty, help the elderly age
with dignity, promote Jewish identity and renewal, strengthen connections between
the Jewish people worldwide, care for people with disabilities and special needs,



the Jewish people worldwide, care for people with disabilities and special needs,
and stand in support of the people of Israel.  Last year, UJA-Federation's annual
campaign raised $153.4 million.
 
2/ Masbia Kosher Soup Kitchen Network is a nonprofit soup kitchen network
and food pantry, providing hot, nutritious meals every day for hundreds of New
Yorkers in desperate need of food as well as giving out bags of much needed
groceries every week through the take-home package program. Masbia works to
not only feed the hungry, but to provide free, wholesome, and delicious meals for
people in a restaurant-style environment, with volunteer waiters serving each
person with respect and dignity.  Masbia serves roughly 2,000 hot dinners each
week out of three locations in Brooklyn and Queens, and distributes roughly
40,000 meals a week through its emergency food package distribution. Amarya
will be volunteering at Masbia over the course of the next year for her bat mitzvah
service project.
 
3/ The JCC of Puerto Rico Hurricane Maria Fund purchases and distributes
food, water, toiletries, clothing, medical supplies, tarps, and other emergency
equipment to communities across Puerto Rico that were hard hit by the recent
hurricane.  Currently over 80% of Puerto Rico has no electricity, 40% of the island
is without cell phone reception, and food and clean drinking water are in very short
supply.   Adult and teen volunteers are distributing the products purchased through
this fund all across the island on a daily basis.  Outside of this work, the JCC is a
grassroots community center serving Puerto Rico’s Jewish community through
religious services, a Hebrew school and education programs for adults and youth.
 


